6916C DS ®Tlqumjo) 1S9\

peoy eisndny 10L]

ISLIYD) JO yoanyl) eIquunjor) 1sax
:0) sofeyd ssaIppe pues :yI LSV INLSOd

:Ag Apeam pausiiand

OS 219WN|0D 19M

pred abesod seolpotied

00S-766-SdSN

une|ingayL

WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect, shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

WHAT ABOUT THE HEN?

Sometime back some young fellow objected to the biblical account of creation, and
informed an aged sister that he no longer accepted the Bible as true; he no longer
believed in heaven; he had come to the conclusion that all matters are the result of
evolutionary processes. This sister said to him that while she lacked his education
opportunities, she would like to ask him a question or two: Would he please explain to
her, which came first, the hen, or the egg? He thought about it a moment, smiled at
such an easy question, and said that anybody ought to know that the hen was first. Of
course, the hen was first. She said to him, "Well, would you please tell me where that
first hen came from, since, according to your own view, it didn't grow up from a
chicken, and was not hatched from an egg? How do you account for the origin of that
first hen?" His brow knitted in perplexity; and he said that he had decided his first
answer was a bit hasty; he hadn't given proper attention tot he question; had not
thought it through. He felt sure now that, undoubtedly, the egg was first! Yes, certainly
the egg was first. She said, "Do you mean to tell me that there was once a hen egg
without a hen to lay it? Then in his confusion, she said this to him: "You can't even
explain to me the mere existence of a hen without a God, and yet you expect me to
believe in the universe without Him"
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- Guy N. Woods, Gospel Preacher, Texas, Sermons on Salvation|

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” - Genesis 1:1
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Get Your Own Dirt!
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One day a group of scientists got together and decided that man had come a long way and
no longer needed God. So they picked one scientist to go and tell Him that they were done
with Him. The scientist walked up to God and said, "God, we've decided that we no longer
need you. We're to the point that we can clone people and do many miraculous things, so why
don't you just go on and get lost." God listened very patiently and kindly to the man and after
the scientist was done talking, God said, "Very well, how about this, let's say we have a man
making contest.” To which the scientist replied, "OK, great!" But God added, "Now, we're
going to do this just like | did back in the old days with Adam." The scientist said, "Sure, no
problem™" and bent down and grabbed himself a handful of dirt. God just looked at him and
said, "No, no, no! You go get your own dirt!"
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Beryl Parks, Nina Ruth Meadows (Marcella
Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma Berrier, Nathaniel Manning (Jerry and Lynn’s
grandson), Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister) and Phyllis Johnson.

Dianne Dillard has extreme pain in her back and an MRI is scheduled.

Betty Mathis has been out with a bronchial problem but is doing better now.
More tumors, in different places, have been found in Lynn Drago, Jerry’s sister.
Carolyn Lee is doing well in rehab after knee replacement surgery.

Keith Carter’s sister, Susan, is very ill and they aren’t sure what the problem is.
Margie DeYoung requests prayers for Harold Earl of Ocala Florida whose
kidneys are failing.

James Gamble, Jones’ dad, is home and doing better after heart attacks.
Remember brother Manning and his bible studies at LCDC.

Remember all these in your prayers and also remember to thank our God that
Don Kleives, Lamar and Janet Reeves, Jean Boyd, Eddie Sheppard, Anna
Porter and Paul Dillard are all doing much better..

“Blessthe Lord, O my soul, and forget not all hisbenefits: Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from destruction;”
- Psalms 103:2-4

PROVOKE TO LOVE AND GOOD WORKS” - Hebrews 10:24

e Nine ladies from West Columbia attended the Ladies Day at the Boiling Springs
church of Christ last Saturday. They visited Anne Louise on the way home.

e Ladies Retreat, Kannapolis church of Christ in NC, Friday-Saturday 11/16-17, “An
Attitude of Gratitude”. Highly recommended! Keith Carter is staying with one of
their elders while he is working in Charlotte. Overnight accommodations provided
at the Carolina Bible Camp for $10. See Jan Kelleher if you'd like to carpool.

e We need volunteers to clean the building in December, and next year also.

e Jerry has started a weekly Bible study on Mondays at 2:00 p.m. at the Harbison
Hall Assisted Living facility where our sister Phyllis Johnson lives. The address is
534 Wil-Stel Road off Piney Grove Road which is an easy drive from I-26. The
studies have been well received with several requesting baptism. Our youth
attended one session and filled the halls and hearts with harmonious spiritual
songs. This helped to generate a real interest and we were so pleased with their
evident faith and love, extended to the elderly. All are welcome to be part of this
wonderful work; come if you can, send cards if you'd like, and pray if you will.

“A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as| have loved you,
that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love oneto another.” - John 13:34,35

Strive to get CLOSER TO HEAVEN IN 2007!

DOESIT MATTER WHAT YOU BELIEVE?

The majority in our world believe that it is acceptable to believe whatever you
choose to believe and that ALL are on the road to heaven, but merely taking different
routes. Many suggest that God finds such action of “tolerance” acceptable and right. Is
that true? Does the Bible advocate, condone or approve of such an idea?

Listen To Key Passages and you are forced to conclude that it does matter. Prov-
erbs 14:12: "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death." 2 John 10-11: "If there come any unto you, and bring not this doc-
trine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth
him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." Matthew 15:8-9: "This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far
from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men." Romans 16:17: "Nov 1 beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divi-
sions and offences contrary to the doctrine which we haze learned; and avoid them”
An open mind, logically thinking, is required to accept there are ways of men that are
wrong, evil and will cause one to be lost eternally. The ways of men are vain in God’s
sight.

Remember Key Events and be reminded how God reacted to changes, manipula-
tions or perversions. Adam and Eve did not obey God — they were punished. Nadab
and Abihu rejected God's instructions—they perished. Moses did not obey God’'s com-
mand to speak to the rock—he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. Uzzah
knew that God had command NOT to touch the ark of the covenant, but he touched it
anyway—and perished because of His disobedience. God means what He says! God
will NOT allow deviations from His way! Is such a perspective (concept) too strict? No
doubt to some it is - but the same ones are just as STRICT when it involves medicine
(kind, dosage and frequency) they are to take. They are rigid to the exact instructions
being followed. These same individuals would be narrow- minded and strict when
signing a contract to a home, wanting to do it by the letter of the law, so the deed
would not be flawed. Legalistic? Yes, appropriately so! So it should be in religious
matters as well.

Understand God’s Demands and you must realize that man does NOT have the
alternative to follow his whims or theories, and expect God to be pleased with such
action. You can NOT mess with the message of God and remain "acceptable” in our
Heavenly Father’s sight! DOES IT MATTER — what you believe? What you teach oth-
ers? How you worship? What you do to become a follower of Jesus? Absolutely YES!
There is not a single occurrence, Scripture or fact in God’s Word (when studied in
context) that allows for man to “do his own thing” “create his own way” or “pick and
choose” what he wants and discard what he does not want. Let’'s go back to the BI-
BLE, the inspired and accurate Word of God. It (and it alone) must he our solo and
complete source of authority in what we do to please God, our Creator.

- Paul Sain, Gospel Preacher, Easthill Church of Christ, Tennessee

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it isthe power of God unto salvation
to every onethat believeth;” - Romans 1:16




