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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect, shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

THE CHARACTER OF NOAH

Notice how Noah'’s character contrasts with the world he lived in. " But Noah
found gracein the eyes of the LORD. These are the generations of Noah: Noah walked
with God" (Genesis 6:8-9). Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people
of his time, and he walked with God. In the midst of this immoral society, Noah stood
out. Notice what we read about him.

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. This is the first time the word
"grace" is used in the Bible and Noah did not earn God'’s blessing...he was given
God’s favor. Without grace Noah could not have been saved from the destruction of
the world. God’s grace benefited Noah. First, God revealed His intentions to Noah
(6:13,17). Second, God gave commands to Noah that, if the obeyed, would save him
and his family (6:14-16). Third, God promised Noah salvation form the flood (6:18).
The grace extended by God was not "cheap grace,"” but included hard work by man in
obeying God. Also, careful attention to detail to what God had said and how He had
said it was essential. We are living in a world where folks have disregarded God’s
details; such action is not the means of obtaining the grace of God. Further, the
complete judgment of God against all that was evil and sinful is expressed. Noah
trusted God. In so doing, Noah stood alone in grace and favor with God.

Noah was a just man. To be "just" means to live a righteous life and to treat
others in a fair and just way, despite the circumstances. It means to be upright,
honest, and virtuous, never to cheat or steal from others. Noah lived a just and moral
life both before God and man. Noah’s righteousness exceeded that of the people. "For
| say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:20).
Noah’s mindset was to do only that which God wanted him to do. He allowed God'’s
standards to effect and direct his life. Noah was unafraid to live differently from the
status quo. What a lesson for Christians! The child of God is to live that holy and just
life that is different from the world (1 John 2:15-17). The Christian life is a constant that
is not robbed by circumstances. “For to meto liveisChrist, and to dieisgain:” -
Philippians 1:21. (Continued on Page 3)
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Beryl Parks, Nina Ruth Meadows (Marcella
Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma Berrier, Nathaniel Manning (Jerry and Lynn’s
grandson), Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister) and Phyllis Johnson.

e Ron Bank’s and Margie DeYoung’s brother in Ohio is not doing well after
surgery for an aneurysm. Both had gone to visit him but are back now.

Megan Culver in lllinois, a friend of Megan Stoyk had brain surgery postponed.
Trina Trammel had to have emergency surgery for a kidney stone last week in
Kentucky while they were visiting over the holiday.

Eddie Sheppard continues to have some lung problems.

Paula Kennedy is plagued by some chronic aches and pains.

Nettie White 99, Doris Sheppard’s favorite aunt passed away in Florida.
Remember all these and brother Manning and his bible studies at LCDC in your
prayers.

"Hethat isfaithful in that which isleast isfaithful alsoin much" - Luke 16:10

“REJOICE WITH THEM THAT DO REJOICE!” - Romans 12:15

e It was good to see Anne Kennedy last week. She’s working in Boston and says
it's going well.

e It was good also to have Carolyn Lee back with us after knee replacement
surgery. Though she’s now picked up a head cold.

" Finally, beyeall of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren,
be pitiful, be courteous’ - 1 Peter 3:8

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e First Sunday! If you can, bring food to share with others and regardless, all should
plan on staying to share a meal after the assembly.
No Work Team meeting this week.
Scrap booking at the building, Saturday 12/8 2-5 pm.
Bible Bowl 2008 books are Esther and Amos, from the New KJV.

" But it isgood to be zealoudly affected alwaysin a good thing" - Galatians 4:18

“ELDERS ... FEED THE FLOCK OF GOD?” - 1 Peter 5:1,2

How important are the thoughts of our hearts as compared to our actions, what we
do? Look what the Lord said was the Israelites’ problem:

"Forty yearslongwas | grieved with thisgeneration, and said, It isa peoplethat do err
in their heart, and they have not known my ways." - Psalms 95:10

Strive to get CLOSER TO HEAVEN IN 2007!

THE CHARACTER OF NOAH - (continued from page 1)

Noah was a perfect man. The Hebrew word for perfect is to be without
blemish or to be blameless, to be moral, a person of purity, of integrity, of honesty; to
be whole and complete. Not that he was sinless (9:24), but that there were no blatant
faults. He was a man of moral integrity among his generation. In that godless society,
no one had any charges against Noah. We can conclude that he had a good relation-
ship with his friends and neighbors. No one wondered if Noah was dealing honestly
with them. They knew his ethics were solid. No one had to question whether Noah
was cheating on his wife. They knew Noah was committed to her. No one questioned
Noah’s methods. They know he was not seeking to manipulate them. No one ques-
tioned Noah'’s sincerity. They may have questioned his sanity, but not his heart. Je-
sus expects His church to be perfect (blameless) when He delivers it to God the Fa-
ther, "a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians 5:27).

Noah walked with God. Noah’s conduct and his walk of life are empha-
sized. The same thing was recorded about Enoch; it is the essential element we
need. Noah’s walk with God was threefold. First, it was a walk that continued indi-
vidually. Second, it was a walk that persevered a family. Third, it was a walk in con-
trast to the disobedient world. The present generation could use a change of heart so
we can walk with God instead of walking with the world. It requires a change of atti-
tude. The imaginations and thoughts of the heart cannot be evil continually while yet
we expect to walk in God’s favor. We must have a walk of life that corresponds with
our profession. Note that when the Christian walks with God, it is also a circumspec-
tive walk. " And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather re-
prove them. For it isa shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in se-
cret. But all thingsthat are reproved are made manifest by thelight: for whatsoever
doth make manifest islight. Wher efore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall givetheelight. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not
asfools, but aswise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil* (Ephesians 5:11-
16). The circumspective walk of the child of God is about an awareness of one’s sur-
roundings. Christians should behave like Noah by walking with God through a very
dark and dying world.

How can we find grace in the eyes of God? By being just, perfect, and
walking with God. Character does matter with God! May we be encouraged by the
example and life of Noah.

- Glenn Hitchcock, Assistant Minister of the Fort Valley church of Christ, Georgia




