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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect, shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (PART 2)

No one should be interested in any church except the one that is revealed in the
[New Testament. Everyone should be interested in the church that Jesus built. Jesus
said, "Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hades shall not prevail
against it" (Matt. 16:18 ASV).

This church is revealed as the great scheme of redemption for sinful man. "To
|the intent that now unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places might be
made known through the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal
Ipurpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Eph. 3:10-11 ASV). The church is
the greatest institution in the world, and membership in it is the greatest privilege
accorded to man.

How To Enter The Church: The New Testament answers this question. The
New Testament teaches how to get into "the church of God.", but it does not teach how
to get into a denomination. If one joins a denomination, he does something which the
New Testament does not teach. The one who goes into a denomination must go
without any divine instruction, without any word of God. Since faith, or belief, "cometh
of hearing and hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17 ASV), where the word of
God does not give instruction, there can be no faith. So, those who go into a
denomination do so without faith in the word of God on that point. Many of them claim
to be saved "by faith only," but they do not have Scriptural faith.

The New Testament clearly teaches how to enter the New Testament church.
Surely, Christ would not establish a church on earth and not tell people how to enter it!
Since the church is a divine institution, we must have divine instructions on how to
Ienter it. Human instruction may guide one into a denomination, but it takes divine
instruction to guide one into the divine institution, the church.

People are added to the church by the Lord. ""And the Lord added to them day by
day those that were saved' (Acts 2:47 ASV). Here at the close of the day of Pentecost,
the day on which the church was established, about 3,000 people were added to the
church by the Lord.

"And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and
women'' (Acts 5:14 ASV). Here we learn that only believers are added to the Lord.
Babies, or infants, are not believers and cannot be added to the church. Again, we
have this statement: '"And much people was added unto the Lord" (Acts 11:24).

- (Continued on page 3, then page 2)|
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Beryl Parks, Nina Ruth Meadows (Marcella
Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma Berrier, Nathaniel Manning (Jerry and Lynn’s
grandson), Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister) and Phyllis Johnson.

e Jean Boyd is recovering from rotor cuff surgery last Tuesday and Phyllis

Johnson is recovering from surgery Wednesday.

Lynn Manning requests prayers for her brother John Welch.

Elgene Sanders and Marilyn Brooks are both safely home.

Doris and Eddie Sheppard are off on vacation.

Jeanette Reeves continues to struggle with sin. Pray for her repentance.

Remember all these, our new brothers and sisters in Christ, and brother

Manning and those he studies the Bible with, in your prayers.

"For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain that we can carry nothing out.
And having food and raiment let us be therewith content." - 1 Timothy 6:7,8

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42
e The Young Ladies invite the Over 50’s to a special dinner at the building 11/15.

"This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly,
that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works.
These things are good and profitable unto men." - Titus 3:8

WORK TEAM SCHEDULE: 11/9—D 11/16—A 11/23—B 11/30—C

Choose the Strait Gate in 2008!

THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (PART 2) (cont. from page 3)

Again, if one can be saved out of the church, one can be saved without being
[redeemed. All spiritual blessings are in Christ (Eph. 1:3). Redemption and
forgiveness of sin are in Christ (Eph. 1:6-7). Therefore, if one can be saved out of the
church, he can be saved without redemption and forgiveness.

Moreover, the blood of Christ is in the church, which is His body. If people can
be saved out of the church, then they can be saved without coming into contact with
the blood of Christ. All Christians are in the church. We know this because the same
process that makes one a Christian is the same process by which the Lord adds him
to the church. We are saved from our sins, not in our sins. If salvation is out of the
church there was no use for Christ to establish His church. Christ paid too much for
the church when He purchased it with His blood, if people can be saved out of it.

- H. Leo Boles, 1874-1946, Gospel Preacher

“... who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places

in Christ:” - Ephesians 1:3

THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (PART 2) (cont. from page 1)

So the evidence is clear that the Lord adds people to His church. He does not
add anyone to any other church.

But how does the Lord add to His church? Who does He add to it? These are
important questions. Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Except one be born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). What is it to "be born of
water and the Spirit?" That which puts one into the kingdom of God puts one into the
body of Christ, the church of God. One must have faith in Christ. Those who hear the
gospel and believe it have one qualification of a citizen of the kingdom of God. With-
out faith it is impossible to please God (Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:6). Those who had
heard the gospel preached by Peter on the day of Pentecost and who were convinced
that Jesus is the Son of God asked what they must do to be saved. Speaking by in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter answered them by saying, "Repent ye, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:39). They did what Peter commanded
them to do, and they were, by this process, added to the church. Hence, the Lord
adds to His church those who believe on Him, who are penitent of their sins, and who
are baptized into Christ.

The only way people enter Christ is by baptism. "Or are ye ignorant that all we
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried there-
fore with him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:3-4).

Again, "For ye are all the sons of God, through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ" (Gal. 3:26-27 ASV). When one
has been baptized into Christ, he is a new creature. "Wherefore if any man is in
Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they are become
new" (2 Cor. 5:17 ASV). Hence, one has been born of water and the Spirit who has
been baptized into Christ, for he is "a new creature." This is the way one enters the
church. One cannot be in Christ and not be in His church. Neither can one be in His
church without being in Christ. The church is His body.

Can One Be Saved Out Of The Church?: The question is not, "Can one be
saved out of a denomination?" The question is, "Can one be saved outside of the
church of the Lord?" Many attempt to evade a direct answer to this question by say-
ing, "The church does not save one." Itis true that the church does not save. God
saves men through Christ. But where does God save one? In the church or out of the
church? God is in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself (2 Cor. 5:19). God saves
people in Christ -- in the church. If people can be saved out of the church, then they
can be saved out of Christ, out of the kingdom of God, out of the house of God, out of
the family of God, out of the body of Christ, out of the building of God, and without be-
coming living stones in the spiritual temple of God. The New Testament declares the
church to be all of these things. Therefore, if one can be saved out of the church he
can be saved out of that which the church is called. - (Continued on page 2)
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