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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

"GIVE BACK A PORTION . . ."

"Give back a portion of the things you've so richly blessed us with..." is a phrase
you'll hear often in a prayer before an offering is collected. It's good for us to be
reminded, and remember, where what we have comes from.

But what are the most important things God has given us? We need to remember
all the Lord had given us, so we'll return a portion of everything He's given us and not
leave anything out. Yes, He provides us with food, clothing and shelter, but these
physical things are nothing when compared to the spiritual blessings He gives us
each and every day. Things like: righteous JUDGEMENT, MERCY when we're
helpless, FAITHFULNESS in His promises, FORGIVENESS of sins against Him,
GRACE to be like Him, PEACE with Him, HOPE for an eternity with Him, the
knowledge of His sure and certain LOVE for us.

Say each one of these aloud. Thank God for them. Each one is an incomparable
gift from Him. And God wants us to give a portion of these back to Him also! The
Lord rebuked the Pharisees for not doing this and He will us also:

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law,
JUDGEMENT, MERCY and FAITH: these ought ye to have done, and not to
leave the other undone.” - Matthew 23:23

How might we give these things back to the Lord? He told us:

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me." - Matthew 25:40

Have you given anyone FORGIVENESS? Have you given anyone MERCY?
Have you been FAITHFUL to others? Have you shown anyone GRACE? Have you
sacrificed for someone out of LOVE? Have you given anyone HOPE of eternal life?
Remember:

"Freely have you received, Freely give." - Matthew 10:8

It's good that we give of the physical things the Lord has given us. We ought to;
it's necessary for the work of the church. But let's not leave the other things undone
for these are the spiritual works of God that will last forever.

- Ed Kelleher, West Columbia church of Christ, South Carolina
The spiritual things of God will help us ... OUT WITH SIN IN 2010!
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Lamar Reeves, Beryl Parks, Nina Ruth Meadows
(Marcella Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma Berrier, Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister)
and Phyllis Johnson.

e Jean Glott of the North Columbia congregation fell and broke her hip. She had

surgery Wednesday and is at Palmetto Richland hospital.

Amy Wintermute requests prayers that she be able to see her children soon.

Craig Robinson requests the prayers of the church.

Carolyn Lee continues to have back problems but was able to be with us Wed.

Brandon Hurley requests prayers for his grandfather Dewitt Henson.

Keith Carter is an uncle, his sister and baby are doing fine.

Jimmy Gist is doing better, chemo is working, he’s to have another round.

Jean Boyd went to the ER with severe leg swelling.

Vernicia Matthews continues to be in severe pain.

Also, continue to remember sister Anna Porter, Eddie Sheppard, and Marilyn

Brooks in your prayers.

e Brother Manning has many Bible studies during the week, remember these,
those that are recovering from loss, in your prayers.

e Betty Mathis is very thankful to those who gave her the crossword club
membership. Also, please note, that her CORRECT apartment is #209.

e Katie Kennedy is moving to Canada for several months to work with the Olympic
and Special Olympic Committees there.

“WEEP WITH THEM THAT WEEP” - Romans 12:15

e Thelma Brown passed away last week. Graveside service was held Tuesday.
e Robert Amick, son of Blanche Amick and former member here passed away
last Saturday. Remember the families in your prayers.

“ ... when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto
him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;” - Heb. 5:7

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY?” - Acts 2:42

Congregational Memory work—Book of James!
College age Bible study now on TUESDAYS at 8 pm.
Volunteers needed to clean building in 2010.

Pantry items to bring to the church building. Remember, pop-tops are best.

1/10 Dole Mandarin Oranges 1/03 Campbell’'s Chunky Bean Ham Soup

“ ... be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity,
in spirit, in faith, in purity.” - 1 Timothy 4:12

OUT WITH SIN IN 2010!

Transportation needed for sisters Betty Mathis, Jean Boyd and Marilyn Brooks.

THE CHURCH OF THE BIBLE?

When the question is asked, "What is the church?", many would respond by saying,
"Which church are you talking about?" We realize there does exist hundreds of different
religious groups in this world. Many of which claim to have some attachment to the church
of the Bible. When we speak of the church, we have reference to the church that one can
read about in the Bible.

BUILDER IS CHRIST: Christ is the builder of the church that you read about in the
Bible. In Matthew 16:18, Christ declared, "Upon this rock, I will build my church.” The
church belongs to Christ. He is the foundation upon which it is built (1 Corinthians 3:11).
Dear reader, did Christ build the church of which you are a member? Is the church that you
are a member of built by man or Christ? You need to be a member of the church built by
Christ, His church. (continued top of next page)

BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH WAS IN JERUSALEM: The church that you read
about in the Bible began in the city of Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost following the ascen-
sion of our Lord. This was in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies (Isaiah 2:1-4; Daniel
2:44; Joel 2). These prophecies were fulfilled in Acts 2. Dear reader, is the church of which
you are a member, have its beginning in Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 2? If not, then you are
not a member of the church that you read about in the Bible.

BIBLE BASED: The church that you read about in the Bible is Bible based. The Word
of God is the pattern that is to be followed in all things (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Thessalonians
5:21). Everything that the church does must be based upon what God has said in His Word.
When it comes to the (1) Way of salvation (John 14:6; John 8:24; Luke 13:3; Matthew 10:32-
33; Mark 16:16); (2) Worship (John 4:24; Acts 2:42; Ephesians 5:19; Acts 20:7; 1 Corin-
thians 16:1-2; 2 Timothy 4:2-4), (3) Work of the church (Matthew 28:18-20; Galatians 6:2,
10; James 1:27; 2 Timothy 4:2-4), (4) Way of life for the members of the church (Titus 2:11-
12; Galatians 5:19-23; 1 John 2:15-17; Colossians 3:1-3; Matthew 6:33), the Bible has the
only answer and it must be followed completely. Dear reader, is the church of which you are
a member has the Bible as its only guide and standard of authority

BOUND FOR HEAVEN: The church that you read about in the Bible is the body of
Christ (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 4:4), bride of Christ (Romans 7:1-4; Revelation 19:7-8),
family of God (Galatians 3:26-28), kingdom (Colossians 1:13) and the saved (Acts 2:47).
Dear reader, don't you want to be a member of the church that you can read about in the Bi-
ble, because it is Heaven-Bound (Ephesians 5:23-26; Matthew 7:21-23).

by Jerry W. Joseph, evangelist, Trenton church of Christ, Tennessee
“... upon this rock I will build my church;” - Matthew 16:18

Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” - 1 Corinthians 1:10

It's up to you! Obey God and ... OUT WITH SIN IN 2010




