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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

Churches of Christ

The church of Christ is a non-denominational body of Christians. We have no
earthly headquarters. Our leader is in Heaven at the right hand of God. We are
not affiliated with any organization such as the National Council of Churches.
Rather, each local congregation of the churches of Christ looks to God and His
word for guidance. We believe the Bible to be the inspired word of God and that it
furnishes us completely for every spiritual need. We stand for a return to New
Testament faith and practice. And we are confident that by believing and doing
what New Testament Christians did, we can be the same kind of Christians they
were. We know this is right before God. We see no need, therefore, for
denominational names, creeds and organizations.

Jesus said that worship must be in spirit and in truth (Jn. 4:24). Worship
among churches of Christ follows the Scriptural pattern.

When the Lord established the church, He organized it into local autonomous
congregations, with each taking care of its own affairs. He made no provisions for
a national or international headquarters. In matters of faith all are to be guided by
the New Testament. In other decisions, each congregation was to govern itself.

The work of the church Jesus built was to preach the gospel, as well as edify
its members and care for the needy. Churches of Christ do not exist as political
tools, nor do they exist as recreation clubs. Their work is spiritual, doing what
God intended the church to do.

Remember, Jesus built His church. Itis found in the New Testament. We can
be a part of it by letting the Bible be our only guide.

— David Pharr, minister, Rock Hill church of Christ, South Carolina

“Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak

the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined

together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” - 1 Corinthians 1:10
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Margaret Herring, Jean Godley, Amy Wintermute,
Lamar Reeves, Nina Ruth Meadows (Marcella Klieves’ mother), Jack and Elma
Berrier, Lynn Drago (Jerry’s sister) and Phyllis Johnson.

Marcella Klieves requests prayers for her mother, Nina Ruth Meadows.

Lamar Reeves dad who fell and was in Richland ICU is doing much better now.
Jones Gamble’s dad is doing much better and hopes to be home soon also.

Keep these in your prayers and remember to thank God for his mercy.

"This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you." - John 15:12

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY?” - Acts 2:42

Thank you to the many who are contributing to our building fund. Our treasurer
Jones Gamble is applying these donations immediately against the mortgage on the
building, helping us pay it off sooner and also reduce our interest costs.

BIBLE BOWL 2011—BOOK OF MATTHEW—Sign up sheets in the foyer for youth
and adult teams. We need people to write out practice questions.

Building Cleanup volunteers needed for January

Can you think of a good theme for 2011? Maybe, CLOSER TO HEAVEN IN 2011?
It was good to see Brent and Suzie Adkins here last week, with their son Caison.
Brent will be deploying to Afghanistan in April and will be going to Georgia before
then, but Suzie and the family will remain here in the area. Their address is:

7 Weatherford Dr, Elgin, SC 29045

"My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my
portion for ever." - Psalm 73:26

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things. Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in
me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.” - Philippians 4:8,9

Note that the apostle says “DO”. We all must be doing the things told us by the
apostles in the Bible. Read your Bibles, learn what God wants of us and then do it!
Volunteers are needed to clean the building in January and upcoming months.

This is a good way you can participate in and support the good work going on here
at West Columbia. If you're willing to team up with others, sign up and we’ll put
teams together. Many are working very hard. This is a good way you can join in and
encourage them! Please sign up—now! It will be encouraging to others.

It you can't, that’s fine. If you can, and you don't ...

“For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not
according to that he hath not. “ - 2 Corinthians 8:12

IF THE ANSWER IS YES

“... upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” - Matthew 16:18

In determining whether or not any given denomination is the one true church
revealed in the New Testament, a simple question can be posed to its sectarian
adherents. The question is as follows: "Can an individual be saved outside your
denomination?" If the answer is yes, then that religious group is most assuredly
not the church. Here is why.

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus promised that He would build His church. Notice that
Christ said HE would build the church and that only one would be built. That
church is identified by the apostle Paul as the body (Eph. 1:22-23) and is said to
be the only body (Eph. 4:4), hence the only church. This church is also identified
as the bride and Christ as its bridegroom (Eph. 5:22-23; cf. Matt. 9:15; 25:1).
Christ is not a polygamist. He has but one bride for which He nourishes and ca-
res.

The beautiful bride of Christ, the church, consists of a blood-bought people
who, by faith, have been baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38,47). Collec-
tively, these baptized believers are known as the saved, the church, the body, the
temple, and the kingdom (Acts 2:47; Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 12:27; 1 Cor. 3:16; Col.
1:13, respectively). They belong to Christ, and wear His name (Rom. 16:16; 1 Pet.
4:16). It is this entity of people whom Christ will take to glory at the Judgment.
Christ is clearly and unmistakably the Savior of this body - His body, the church
(Eph. 5:23). Undeniably, salvation is to be found in the church and only in the
church. Since the church is the body of Christ, and salvation is only in Christ (2
Tim. 2:10; Acts 4:12), it follows that one cannot be saved outside the church.
When Christ comes again, He will save only those who are in His church.

Therefore, if an individual tells me that | do not have to be a member of their
church to be saved, then | can know with certainty that their church is not the
church of our Lord. Nearly all denominations assert that you can be saved even
though you are not a member of their church. However, no one can be saved
apart from the Lord's church. Thus, any religious group espousing the doctrine
that salvation can be procured outside the church is not a church which belongs to
Christ. Salvation is in the church. If you want to be saved, then you must be in the
church.

“And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” - Acts 2:47

John Moore, minister, Dripping Springs church of Christ, Texas

“And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” - Eph 1:22,23




