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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

"Christ Sent Me Not To Baptize"

The above title is only part of a sentence taken from First Corinthians 1:17. The
verse from which it was taken reads, "*For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach
the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none
effect."”

In order to get this verse in its proper connection, the context should also be
considered. Beginning with verse 12, the writer says, ""Now this | say, that every one of
you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ
divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? | thank
God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; lest any should say that | had
baptized in mine own name. And I baptized also the house of Stephanus: besides, I know
not whether I baptized any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
gospel."

It should be noted that not one word was said about the design of baptism, or the
position it occupies in the scheme of redemption. Many assume that since Christ sent
Paul not to baptize, but to preach the gospel, baptism has no part in the salvation of
man. Paul usually had a traveling companion with him. Timothy, who was with him
much of the time, could have done the baptizing.

It took an inspired man then to preach the gospel. There was no New Testament
written then, and the people were dependent upon inspired men to preach the gospel.
But anyone with the physical ability, and sense enough to lead one into the water and
bury him, could do the baptizing. | know one debater who has a chart with this
guotation: "Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel." He seems to think
that as baptism is not mentioned in that text as a condition of salvation, it is, therefore,
not essential to salvation. He does not look to any other place to find anything on the
subject of salvation. According to his thinking, it is not mentioned there and, therefore,
is no part of salvation. Strange reasoning, it appears to me.

— (Continued on page 3)

“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us” - 1 Peter 3:21

EYES ON HEAVEN IN 2011
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16
e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Margaret Herring, Lamar Reeves, Elma Berrier and
Phyllis Johnson.
Remember those who have suffered loss in recent tornados.
Deborah Stoyk has been moved to hospice care at Agape Care on Leaphart Road.
Ryan Sheppard has gone to Fort Hood Texas, preparing to deploy to Iraq.
The Kellehers will be on vacation this week.
Relief for tornado victims may be sent to the elders:
Shades Mountain Church of Christ, 959 Alford Ave, Birmingham, AL 35226

""For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself,
lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds." - Hebrews 12:3

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

Singing at Windsor Lake church Sunday afternoon, posted in foyer.
We've posted a new building cleanup schedule with weekly slots to better
accommodate folks who are unable to do an entire month.

e Bible Study at Church Building, Saturdays 10 am, all are invited. An informal
session around a table with everyone using their bibles and Strong’s Concordances.

"Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God." - Hebrews 12:2

EYES ON HEAVEN IN 2011

A Matter Of Bible Authority

My objection to mechanical instruments in worship is not out of bitterness toward
them; not because I think there is harm in the instrument, per se, but the objection is
simply this: | have adopted the principle and pledged myself to the platform of not going
beyond that which the Bible authorizes.

My digressive brother asks me, "Where does the Bible prohibit it?" | answer,
"Where does the Bible authorize it?" Christians walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7). No man can
use mechanical instruments and walk by faith.

By searching the scriptures you will find that God does not authorize it, does not
command it, does not demand it, and that there is no example in all apostolic history for
such a practice. The man who is faithful and loyal to God's word will not go beyond it.
""Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God™ (2
John 9 ASV).

- N. B. Hardeman, 1874-1965, Gospel Preacher

“For we walk by faith, not by sight:” - 2 Corinthians 5:7

"Christ Sent Me Not To Baptize" — (Continued from page 1)

Jesus, the Lord, spoke to Paul on the road to Damascus and said, ""But rise and
stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minis-
ter and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the
which I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto
whom | now send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheri-
tance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me" (Acts 26:16-18).

The Lord did call Paul to preach the gospel, but in preaching the gospel, which is
the good news of salvation, he preached what man should do to be saved, for this sal-
vation was conditional. Peter also — on the first Pentecost after the ascension of
Christ — preached the gospel, and when the people were convicted of sin the record
says, ""Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call' (Acts 2:37-39).

The Gentile world was embraced in this call, but only those who accept the condi-
tions are embraced in the promise. But some may say that Peter did not mention faith.
No, but he did mention that which is equivalent to faith. In verse 36, he said,
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ."* They could have known this only by
faith, by believing it with all their hearts. Peter, therefore, preached faith, repentance,
and baptism for the remission of sins. These are what an alien sinner should do in or-
der to be saved from past sins.

In Romans 6, beginning with verse 3, the apostle said, ""Know ye not, that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?"" Of course,
this means into the benefits of His death. Without the shedding of blood, there is no
remission of sins (Heb. 9:22). It is only through the blood of Christ that sins can be for-
given. The death of Christ is, therefore, the procuring cause of salvation.

But when and how can sinners reach the benefits of His blood? The apostle con-
tinues, ""Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life."

Notice that the new life begins at the resurrection from the grave of a burial in
baptism. Christ died for our sins. Man should die to sin. Christ was raised from the
grave. We too are raised from the grave of baptism. Why will men attempt to destroy
the picture of salvation from sin to save a thing that is not taught in the New Testa-
ment?

- F. B. Srygley, 1859-1940, Gospel Preacher




