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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b
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Alien Sinners Praying For Salvation

Prayer is not in the Great Commission, the law of pardon as announced by the
risen Christ, and no example of prayer for pardon was recorded in Acts of the
Apostles. We then conclude that prayer is not a command given for salvation from
sins. Itis an addition by man and many souls are being led astray by this doctrine.
Many are also being kept from learning and obeying the truth by a prayer system of
salvation.

For What Should An Alien (unsaved sinner) Pray?

1.
2.
3.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

For God to love him? No, for God loves him now and has shown His love
(John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 Jn. 4:9-10).

For light or understanding? No, for the word of God gives light, and the
sinner has God's word (Psa. 119:105, 130). Hence, read and understand.
For the Holy Spirit? No, the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles to guide
them into all truth. Christ never promised the Holy Spirit to anyone save the
apostles (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7-13).

For Christ to come to him? No, because the sinner is invited to come to
Christ (Matt. 11:28-30). If the sinner fails to come he will not be saved (John
5:40).

For mercy? No, for God has already extended his mercy to man (Ex. 34:6-7).
For God to get willing to save him? No, for God is willing to save him now (1
Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Pet. 3:9; Ezek. 18:23, 32). Yes, God is now anxious to save!
For converting or saving power? No. The gospel is the power of God unto
salvation (Rom. 1:16; Psa. 19:7).

For God to be reconciled to him? No. The sinner must be reconciled unto
God (2 Cor. 5:18-20). This is done by obeying the truth.

To get religion? No. Religion is something to do not get (Jas. 1:27).

For saving grace? No, God's saving grace has already come (Tit. 2:11-12).
For pardon? No. The sinner must turn to God in order to be pardoned (Isa.
55:6-7). God is "ready to pardon" (Neh. 9:17). Is the sinner ready to turn to
God?

For salvation? No. The sinner must comply with the terms of pardon before
he can enjoy salvation (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; 11:14; 22:16).

For faith? No, for faith comes by hearing God's word (Rom. 10:17).

For repentance? No, for repentance is a command of God for man to obey
(Acts 17:30; Lk. 13:3; Rev. 22:14). — (continued on page 3)
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

¢ REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Judy Walker, Miles Johnson, Richard Ramkinson,
Margaret Herring, Wilson Burton, Betty Mathis, Lamar Reeves, Elma Berrier.

e Our dear sister Judy Walker is having great difficulty health wise and needs all our
prayers. She is staying with her son while hopefully she grows stronger.
Connie Richbourg is still ailing some, but others are better.
Continue to remember Jones Gamble’s sister, Margie who continues to be
treated for kidney problems, a recent transplant is being rejected.

e Keep all these, and the church here, in your prayers. Our thanks and gratitude to
those who watch, and work and pray for the church here.

“Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” - Hebrews 13:20,21

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e Remember to send cards to our visitors. Marshall Mancuso had had a bunch of
nice cards printed, and Jones Gamble faithfully gets visitor cards posted with
addresses. So help out yourself! Send a card, invite people to visit, then send more
cards! Postage for a post card is $.32, Send 3 for a dollar and keep the change!

""Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ™ - Galatians 6:2
IN THE BIBLE WE'LL DELVE IN 2012

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” - Matthew 7:21

Thank you Veterans!

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
- John 15:15

e A note to the church from brother Jones Gamble after the recent passing of his
father, James Edward Gamble, Jr:

“Thank you for your prayers and support over the last few years during my Father’s ex-
tended illness and after his death. We appreciated very much the standing spray that
was sent to his funeral from our church family. My brother, sisters and our families join
me in thanking you . In Christian Love: Dawn, Jones, Michael, Courtney and KC.

For What Should An Alien (unsaved sinner) Pray? (cont from Page 1)

15. For a pure heart? No, for the heart is made pure by obedience to the truth (1
Pet. 1:22).

16. For freedom from sin? No, for this comes by obedience (Rom. 6:17-18).

17. For God to accept him? No, for man must work righteousness (obey) to be
accepted (Acts 10:34). When he does this he is accepted.

18. For remission of sins? No, for man must obey the Lord for remission of sins
(Acts 2:38).

19. For the Lord to make known his will to him? No. The Lord has already
made known His will to all sinners (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16).

20. For the baptism of fire? No, No!! That will come later — too soon for some, |
fear — upon the wicked and disobedient at the end of the world (2 Thess. 1:7
-9; Rev. 19:20; 20:14-15; 21:8).

Then why should an alien sinner pray at all? Where does the Bible teach a sinner
to "pray it out with the Lord," or "stay on your knees in prayer until God saves you"?

The sinner must hear the gospel, believe, repent and, upon confession of his faith
in Christ, be baptized in order to be saved. This is the Lord's way. Why change it?

To teach the mourners-bench system of salvation, instead of what the Lord has
said, is to lead souls astray. What a terrible thing! Millions are being led into eternal
damnation by this false doctrine. Better be careful (Matt. 15:14). It takes obedience —
not prayer — to save (Lk. 6:46). If one will not obey, God will not hear his prayer. God
does not hear a sinner's prayer (Jn. 9:31; Prov. 28:9; Psa. 34:15). Prayer belongs to
the child of God, not to an alien. And the saved cannot pray to God to save the sinner
independent of the sinner's obedience to the gospel.

| pray for sinners — that God may spare their lives until they have obeyed the
gospel, that the sinner may obey the truth. This is the way Paul prayed for sinners
(Rom. 10:1-3). Prayer must be asked according to God's will, and | cannot ask God to
save a sinner while the sinner is in disobedience to the Lord's law of pardon (1 Jn.
5:14). God will not set aside His law to save a sinner, even though | pray for his sal-
vation. The sinner must obey the Lord's law of forgiveness.

The rich man "in hell" (Lk. 16:19-31) begged for mercy. It was denied him. Then
he asked that a miracle be performed — that God would send Lazarus back to the
world to warn his brothers not to come to that terrible place. This is the only time |
ever read of anyone in all the Bible asking God to perform a miracle to save someone.
Was this prayer answered? No. The reply from Abraham was, ""They have Moses and
the prophets [the Old testament Scriptures]; let them [your brothers] hear them [Moses
and the prophets]” (Lk. 19:29).

Today we have Moses and the prophets, and, in addition, Christ and the apostles.
If one refuses to hear what the Bible says, if he fails to obey the teaching as found in
the book, he will die and be eternally lost. The sinner must in humble, submissive faith
obey the Lord and be saved.

- Perry B. Cotham, Gospel Preacher, Missionary, Grand Prairie, Texas




